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Mrs. Davis
Principal

Hello! My name is Leanna Davis. This is my 2nd year as the Principal at Portland 
Middle School. Prior to becoming the Principal, I was the Dean of Students for two 

years and I taught 3rd Grade for two years. I was born and raised in Portland. I 
graduated from Portland High School in 2007 and went on to earn my Bachelor of 

Arts in Education degree from the University of Michigan. I then earned my 
Masters of Public Administration with a specialization in Educational 

Administration from the University of Michigan in 2015. My husband’s name is Joe, 
and we have two kids. Paisley is 5 years old. Hunter is 4 years old. We love to play 
outside, go camping up north, and hang out with family. I love the University of 

Michigan and watching college football, reading, doing crafts and baking. 
I am looking forward to being your Principal and I can’t wait to meet you all!



Mr. Hoffman
Dean of Students

Hello everyone, my name is Mr. Hoffman. I am the Dean of Students at the Middle School 
and I'm very excited to help you in any way I can.   I really enjoy working with every 

student to help them be successful in any way that I can.   I am a husband and a father to 
three kids, the oldest who is leaving for the Navy in September.   I am a huge sports fan, 

"Go Blue" is my team.  I wish you all the best this spring and summer and hope that 
Middle School is an enjoyable experience. 



Ashley James
Guidance Counselor

I am your Guidance Counselor. So what does this mean? I am the maker of the schedules 
and like to talk to you about how things are going in your life. I earned my Masters in 

Counseling at MSU (Go Green!). I live in Charlotte with my husband and our two kids (10 
year old daughter, Hayden and 2 1/2 year old Goldendoodle, Oliver). When we have free 

time you can find us at Hayden's soccer games or on the lake. I love the color pink, 
hydrangeas, spending time with my family/friends, being on the boat and watching 
movies. My mission is to help you succeed in middle school and prepare you for high 
school. That is a little bit about me, now I look forward to getting to know you better!



Miss Wardwell
6th Grade Teacher - Mathematics & Science

My name is Tammi Wardwell, I am entering my 23rd year teaching at Portland Middle 
School.  I teach math and science.  I have my bachelors from MSU and masters from 

CMU.  I am an avid MSU fan, and season football ticket holder.  Go Green!! I like to stay 
active and busy. I am on a trivia team and a bowling team. Two of my biggest hobbies are 

going to concerts (mostly country) and traveling, or dreaming of traveling. I got the 
traveling bug from my dad. I spend a lot of time with my family, friends and my dog 

Coconut. She has gotten spoiled having me home. 



Mr. Cross
6th Grade Teacher - Science

Hello! It's been a long journey to this point. I graduated from Portland Public Schools in 
1994. In 1996 it all started when I was hired by the district to be the first JV tennis coach 
in school history. Since then I've spent years coaching tennis for the district, working in 

professional clubs, and functioning as a stay-at-home dad for my kids. I have three 
children in the district, although my oldest just got accepted to U of M Dearborn. (She 

breaks my heart.) I earned my bachelors degree in 2011 from Michigan State University in 
elementary education with a certification in middle school science. Ionia hired me to 

teach kinderstart in 2014. My dream was to come back home and the district hired me to 
teach kindergarten in 2015. This is my 6th year teaching, 5th with the district, and 3rd at 
the middle school. The education of every child in my classroom is just as important to 

me as it is to you. Please reach out at ANY time if there is something I can do to help you 
reach your goals. 



Mrs. Knaebel
6th Grade Teacher - ELA

  

Hello! I am Karen Knaebel and I teach 6th grade ELA. This upcoming school year will be 
my second year at Portland Middle School and my 11th year teaching! One of my passions 

is dance. I have been dancing almost my entire life, and I am excited to also teach the 
dance enrichment class. My husband, daughter, and I love traveling, gardening, hiking 

and going to the beach.  I am working on earning my Master's degree in school 
counseling, and all I am learning is helping me grow into an even better educator. I am 
thrilled to be part of the 6th grade team and the Portland community. I can't wait to get 

to know all of you and have an incredible year!



Miss Donahue
6th Grade Teacher - Mathematics

Hi, I’m Miss Donahue and I teach 6th and 7th grade math. This is my fourth year of 
teaching here at Portland. I graduated from Central Michigan University with my degree 

in elementary education. Fire Up Chips! I love hanging out with family and friends, 
traveling, and dabbling in photography. I am also a huge sports fan and enjoy staying 

active. I look forward to meeting you all! 



Mr. Trierweiler
6th Grade Teacher - Social Studies

Hello my name is Mr. Trierweiler but a lot of people just call me Mr. T or Mr. Tree!  I 
teach social studies here at the middle school and am super excited to get to know all of 
you!  You might have seen me around at the High School coaching baseball or working 

different sporting events, I love sports and staying active.  I try to bring that same kind of 
energy into the classes I teach....trust me we will have some serious fun!!  If you guys 
have any questions or concerns you can find my email on the school website. Looking 

forward to seeing all of you soon!



Miss Gordon
6th Grade Teacher - ELA & Social Studies

Greetings Raiders. As a proud Portland graduate myself, I was thrilled to return to 
Portland Middle School in 2017. I hold certifications in social studies, political science 

and English. I received my bachelor's degree at Grand Valley State University and 
completed my master's degree in history last summer through the University of 

Nebraska - Kearney. During the 2020-2021 school year I will be teaching four sections of 
social studies and one section of sixth grade English Language Arts. For the past two 
years, I've worked with Oakwood to bring middle school students to read to students 

after school once a week. When not in school, I enjoy playing with my dog Baxter, 
reading, photography, and spending time with family and friends. I can't wait to meet 

everyone this fall!


